PARROT PLACE 

NURTURING GUIDANCE

Please read carefully the nurturing guidance suggestions listed below and post where all family members can view for reference. Be sure to stay in touch with us for continued 
advice and support.

· All members of the family should use the “step up and step down” command with your bird every day.

· Parrots should not be allowed on your shoulder or on top of their cage for long periods of time.  When you do this, place your bird there and remove him.  
· Do not cage your bird above your head or below your knees.  Your birds perch should be about chest level.

· Your bird must be taught to stay where you put him.   Simply put him back where he was consistently and he will learn to stay there.

· Don’t make a habit of “tweaking” your bird’s bill.  He could get mixed signals when you want to pick him up.                                    He must always trust your hands.

· When you pick up your bird it must always be from under the feet, not by the body or the legs.
· Don’t feel sorry for your bird or be motivated by guilt.  A spoiled bird can be very noisy!
· You should not  feed or scratch your bird through the bars of his cage. This is his home and he should feel safe there. 
· Never pull your hand away quickly or have a lot of hand motion over his head.  This may give him mixed signals about what it is you want him to do.
· Keep your thumb on his foot while he is on your hand to establish dominance.  Just resting it there will be sufficient.
· Avoid yelling at your bird, as this can become a game. 

· If you love and trust your bird, he will love and trust you.                                                                                                     

